
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City of Westminster 

The Wallace Collection 



 

The Wallace Collection is a museum in London, with a world-famous range of 
fine and decorative arts from the 15th to the 19th centuries with large holdings of 
French 18th-century paintings, furniture, arms & armour, porcelain and Old Master 
paintings arranged into 25 galleries. 

It was established in 1897 from the private collection mainly created by Richard 
Seymour-Conway, 4th Marquess of Hertford (1800–1870), who left it and the house to 
his illegitimate son Sir Richard Wallace (1818–1890), whose widow bequeathed 
the entire collection to the nation. The museum opened to the public in 1900 in 
Hertford House, Manchester Square, and remains there, housed in its entirety, to 
this day. A condition of the bequest was that no object ever leave the collection, 
even for loan exhibitions. Admission is free. 



The Wallace Collection is split into six curatorial departments, Pictures and 
Miniatures, Ceramics and Glass, Sculpture and Works of Art, Arms and Armour, 
Sèvres porcelain and Gold Boxes and Furniture. 

Pictures and miniatures 

The Wallace Collection's Old Master paintings represent some of the finest 
works of art in the world, executed by most of the leading artists of their period. 
The paintings include important works from all periods between the fourteenth 
to the mid-nineteenth century. 

The Wallace Collection is particularly strong in Dutch and Flemish paintings of 
the seventeenth century and in eighteenth and nineteenth-century French 
paintings, though there are also outstanding works by English, Italian and 
Spanish artists. Strengths of the collection include examples by Rembrandt, 
Rubens, Van Dyck, Canaletto, Gainsborough, François Boucher, Fragonard, 
Murillo, Titian, Poussin and Velázquez. 

Ceramics 

There are fine examples of porcelain by the greatest of makers, including 
Meissen and one of the world's greatest collections of Sèvres. 

The Wallace Collection contains the richest and most distinguished museum 
collections of eighteenth-century Sèvres porcelain in the world.  It includes 137 
vases, 80 tea wares, 67 useful wares, 3 biscuit figures and 130 plaques (mostly 
on furniture), and was acquired by the Marquesses of Hertford and Sir Richard 
Wallace between c. 1802-75. 



Furniture 

The Wallace Collection holds one of the most important collections of French 
furniture in the UK, and ranks alongside the Musée du Louvre, the Royal 
Collection, Waddesdon Manor, the collections of the Duke of Buccleuch, the 
Getty Museum and the Metropolitan Museum of Art as one of the greatest and 
most celebrated in the world.  Totalling more than five hundred pieces, the 
collection consists largely of eighteenth-century French furniture but also 
includes some significant pieces of nineteenth-century French furniture, as well 
as interesting Italian furniture and a few English and German pieces. The 
collection ranges from cabinet furniture, much of which is veneered with brass 
and turtleshell marquetry (commonly known as "Boulle" marquetry) or with 
wood marquetry, to seat furniture, clocks and barometers, gilt-bronze items 
including mounted porcelain and hardstones, mantelpieces, mirrors, boxes and 
pedestals. One highlight of the collection is the major collection of furniture 
attributed to André-Charles Boulle (1642–1732), perhaps the best-known 
cabinet-maker ever to have lived. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

In 2000 the inner courtyard was given a glass roof and now contains a high 
quality restaurant, "Cafe Bagatelle". The architect was Rick Mather 

 

 

THE WALLACE RESTAURANT 

THE WALLACE IS ONE OF LONDON’S BEST KEPT SECRETS: A 

BEAUTIFULLY SECLUDED RESTAURANT IN THE COURTYARD 

OF A MARYLEBONE ART GALLERY THAT COMBINES CLASSIC 

FRENCH BRASSERIE DINING WITH A PEACEFUL, OUT-OF-TOWN 

AMBIENCE 

 


